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Dear Parents/Guardians, 
  

Thank you for attending our Parent Conferences in November. It was nice to see such a 
large turnout. A key to your student’s academic success begins with a strong             

home-school connection.  I wanted to share a few reminders as we head into the winter 
months. 

          On December 11
th

, our Fourth Grade Chorus students sang Christmas Carols at the 
Methodist Church in Brownville.   

  
          On December 12

th
, we had our Band and Chorus Concerts at the General Brown 

School Auditorium. 
  

          On December 13
th

, we were thrilled to have the Fort Drum Army Band perform for 
faculty, staff, and students. 

 
Dress for the weather 

As the seasons start to change, please see that your child is properly dressed for the    
elements. Classes continue to go outside during the winter months, so please help to 

make sure they are dressed for the conditions.  If any clothing items are needed, we may 
be able to help. 
Parent Drop off 

At this time of year, it is especially important to be aware of and follow our drop off     
procedures to ensure 

student safety. Thank you for following our transportation procedures. 
 Drop-off time for students transferring to Dexter is 8:40am.  Drop-off for students  

staying at BGP is 8:55 a.m. 
 The Gym Parking Lot is the only spot for drop off and pickup of your child and release 

time is at 3:15p.m. 
  

The last day of school before Christmas vacation is Friday, December 20.  Christmas    
vacation will be December 23 – January 3.  Students will return to school on                

Monday, January 6. 
 On behalf of the Brownville Glen Park faculty and staff, we 

wish you a safe and happy Holiday Season. 

 Joseph R. O’Donnell 

Principal 



Lost and Found 
Everyone loses things now and then. When students lose something, they can look for it in the Lost and Found. 

When students find something that belongs to someone else, they can take it to the Lost and Found. 

  

WHAT TO DO IF YOU LOSE SOMETHING 
Don't panic. Most lost items are soon found. 

Check for your lost item in the last place you had it. Perhaps it's in the classroom you were just in, so check around 

your seat and ask the teacher. 

If you don't find it, check the Lost and Found (see below). Check once right away. If you don't find it there, check 

again later or in a day or two because somebody might have found it and turned it in. 

 
CHECKING THE LOST AND FOUND 
For jackets and sweaters, backpacks, planners, books, and other commonly lost items: 

 Go to the Lost and Found (in the hall by the cafeteria doors) and check to see if the item is there. 
If not, fill out a note with your name, teacher, and a description of what you lost. Bring it to the office or Mrs. Higgins so 
we can watch for it. 

For valuables such as cell phones, jewelry, and electronics and money: 

 Go to the Main Office and ask Mrs. Matusiak if the item you lost is there. 

 If not, give Mrs. Matusiak a note with your name, teacher, and a description of what you lost so she can watch    

for it. 
Mrs. Matusiak or Mrs. Higgins may check with parents to make sure that nobody else claims something valuable that 
is yours, and she may have parents pick the item up. 

 
WHAT TO DO IF YOU FIND SOMETHING THAT BELONGS TO 
SOMEONE ELSE 
Thank you for being a good citizen and turning in what somebody else has lost. Let's hope other students will be as 
honest if you lose something! 
For jackets and sweaters, backpacks, planners, books, and other commonly lost items: 
Take it to the Mrs. Higgins in the nurse’s office. 

For valuables such as cell phones, jewelry, electronics, and money: 

 Take it to Mrs. Matusiak in the office 

 

 

Tips 
1. Putting your name on your jackets, sweaters, and other personal            

possessions will make it easy to find them and return them to you in case 
you lose them. 

2. Items that you don't need for school, especially valuable ones, are best left 
at home. Why risk losing them? 



The first quarter is already over and we had a great turn out for parent 
teacher conferences.  Thank you, parents.  Reading and Math continue 
to be our big focus.  The students need to continue studying their math 
facts (addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division). We just read 
the non-fiction novel Helen Keller and learned a lot about what she did 
throughout her life and the obstacles that she overcame. The next   
novel we are going to read is The Boxcar Children. 

     We went to the Minna Anthony Common Nature Center on             
December 18th and 19th. We went snow shoeing, saw the exhibits, and 
fed the birds! Ask the kids how exciting it was!  

     The third grade classes also watched a performance by the Merry Go 
Round Theater.  They acted out a folktale set in South America.  The   
students loved it!  

     Please remember to sign and check reading logs nightly. Also, many 
of the students need to stock up on supplies again.  We are running out 
of pencils.  Thank you in advance for your help and support.   

 

The Third Grade Team 

 Mrs. Cantwell, Mrs. Delano, Ms. Edwards, Mr. Finley, Mrs. 
Ketcham, 

Mr. Orcesi, Mrs. Travers and Ms. Wright 



The first ten weeks of fourth grade were very 
busy!  We enjoyed meeting with all of you at          
parent-teacher conferences. 

As part of our Native American unit, students  
enjoyed a presentation about the Iroquois way of 
life, and a Merry Go Round performance of “The 
Keeper’s Voice.”  

In Science, students are learning about             
renewable and nonrenewable sources of energy. Students are    
working in groups to teach their classmates about the various 
sources of energy. 

In math students continue to build their multiplication and division 
skills. They love to use the Chromebooks to access websites such 
as i-Ready, and X-tra math. Please continue to practice math facts at 
home with your child. 

Students are participating in a community      
service Christmas project. They are collecting 
items to donate to the SPCA. Our fourth graders 
are really learning about the spirit of giving this 
year. 

                  The Fourth Grade Team 

Mrs. Ahlheim, Mrs. Comins, Mrs. Flath, 
Mrs. Hunt, Ms. Johnson, Mrs. Moore, Mrs. 

Nichols, Mrs. Paige and Mrs. Riley 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fifth graders partnered with Community Bank this year to donate to “Stockings for                      
Seniors.”   Thank you so much to all who sent in donations! We really appreciate 
your help. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading  
We are reading  Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz 

Ryan.  The text says, “How could she be happy or grateful 
when she had never been more miserable in her life?” 
This shows how Esperanza is feeling about her                    
situation.  Ask your kids to tell you more.  

Through some really great discussions, students are learning the realities of 
how Esperanza’s life has spiraled from riches to rags. They are also learning to     
value what they have by making comparisons to our leading character. Students are 
learning to effectively communicate their understanding of the story through          
discussions, written work and drawings, while also embracing various aspects of 
technology to help them express themselves.  

 

—Mrs. Hamilton, Ms. Fahey, and Mrs. Shaver 
              

           CONTINUED... 



Science 

We are getting to the end of our Earth’s Systems Unit.  Students have been   
researching environmental issues and planning a presentation based on their 
work.  I’m excited to learn about the problems and solutions the groups have come 
up with. We will end this unit with a final test and move right into Space                 
Systems.  This unit includes gravitational forces, the brightness of the sun on      
planets, the sun and shadows and Earth’s rotation/revolution. As always we will be 
doing many hands-on labs.   
              —Mr. Worden :)  

Math 

Our 5th grade mathematicians have been learning to multiply large whole numbers 
and decimals. They’re becoming masters with multiplication facts and enjoy         
challenging each other on the iPads.  
This month, we are beginning the process of division. Students are working on 
checking their work by multiplying. 

          --Mrs. Bucher & Ms. Fahey  
 

Writing 

In writing class last month we worked on a homophone project. We created posters 
and songs for remembering commonly used homophones. Currently, our students 
are using the RACE (Restate, Answer, Cite evidence, and Explain) strategy to     
evaluate their work for quality responses to text based questions. Students have 
found their voices and love to share their work using the new Catch Box microphone. 
Additionally, we are in the middle of a project based learning activity that focuses on 
digital writing skills. The students created classified ads and are working on          
commercials. The final step in this project is to showcase all of their work on their   
hotel business website. Keep up the great work 5th graders! 
                --Mrs. Hall 
 

Social Studies 

   Students have been learning about the early    
people of  America. They created and presented 
posters to the class to tell about how early people 
adapted to their environment.  As part of the project 
we discussed the many aspects of working with a 
team. Students evaluated themselves on               
responsibility, helpfulness and respect.  Overall, 
they did a wonderful job and are showing great    
progress in their ability to work as a team! 
            —Mrs. Vodicka   
 
 
 



In social studies we have been working on prehistoric times and talking about the Fertile 

Crescent.  Students have learned how civilizations are built and how early people were really 

big problem solvers.  Next, we will be moving into Egypt, China and India, and then into the 

favorites of Greece and Rome- YAY! More mythology.  Students are doing an excellent job 

keeping up with readings and note-taking.  Keep up the good work! 

Presently, in ELA reading we are finishing up the novel, Percy Jackson and the Lighting Thief, 

and finding out how this character has become a hero. After the book is finished we will be 

working on two writing pieces. The first is defending a stance and then the other is aligning 

two texts together, which is a very complex skill/process. They will be able to have ELA writing 

assistance for both of these assignments. Also, we will be enjoying the movie to compare/

contrast between the novel and movie. After that we will be starting a new novel. 

In science this month, we learned you can't trust an atom because they make up everything. 

We will next be learning about cell structure and functions. Students will be using                  

microscopes and going where their eyes can’t take them. 

In ELA Lab we have focused on figurative language. Using our flip books, we explored 7    

different types of figurative language, found examples in classroom texts, and even created 

our own examples. Each day we paired our learning with an engaging activity to reinforce our 

new knowledge. Our biggest hit was International Idioms! You’ve heard “It’s raining cats and 

dogs.” but do you know what it means to “slide on a prawn sandwich”? To wrap up the 

month, we’ll be hunting for figurative language examples in Dr. Seuss’s classic holiday story, 

How the Grinch Stole Christmas before wrapping up our week with a viewing of the 1966     

animated film. Coming up, we’ll be teaming up with Miss Russell to build two writing pieces 

as we wrap up The Lightning Thief.  

           CONTINUED... 



 

In math, all of the 6th grade students have been extremely busy persevering through a lot of     

difficult content.  Topics that we have covered are Percent problems, Multiplying & Dividing    

Fractions and Mixed numbers.  We are currently working on Ratios, Unit Rates, and Graphing    

Ratio Tables.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The most exciting news came recently with the launch of our “FLIPPED MATH CLASSROOM”! 

It is something that the students are really excited to try and it will allow them to take charge of 

their learning, while giving the teacher an opportunity to work with the students in small groups 

or individually while they are in the classroom.  The details for the flipped classroom went home 

with parents on conference night.  If you haven’t returned the flipped classroom form to Mrs. 

Dupee, please send that in before Dec. 17th.  If you need another information packet, please have 

your child pick-up a form from Mrs. Dupee.   Not only are the students excited about our new 

flipped instructional classroom, they extremely happy with the new white board table we have 

recently received in the classroom.   Students are now able to show their math work on their     

table, to collaborate with peers, to work through the problems and get my feedback instantly.  

They are in love with them, in the picture above, you can see it in action and look at the smiles 

while doing math.  

           CONTINUED... 

 



Our 6th graders experienced the true meaning of the holiday season during 

their field trip earlier this month! Instead of classroom gift exchanges, students 

brought in donations for our trip to Wal-Mart to shop for Need to Feed, a local 

community outreach organization that helps families in need in the                  

Dexter/Brownville area. Students applied math skills to find the best deals and 

had a great time knowing their efforts would go to help such a wonderful 

cause.   Afterward we enjoyed lunch at the Salmon Run Mall before returning 

to school with our busses full of bags! The 6th grade team would like to thank 

those who donated and those who volunteered their time to chaperone our 

trip. With your help, we were able to bring an incredible amount of                 

non-perishable food and  toiletries to families in our 

communities who need a little help. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Happy Holidays! 

 

The 6th Grade Team 

 

Mrs. Taylor (Co-Teacher for ELA and Math) 

Mrs. Dupee (Math) 

Mrs. Connell (Social Studies) 

Ms. Aumell (Science) 

Miss Beagle (ELA Lab) 

Mrs. Shaver (5th/6th Grade Reading            

Specialist) 

Miss Russell (ELA) 

                                                          Mr. Lorenc (aide) 



3
rd

 graders have been learning about ballet, and watching 

and analyzing excerpts from The Nutcracker. 

4
th

 graders have been working on a couple of space-themed     

recorder songs from the BAG Rogers series from K-8 Music 

Connection magazine.  They’re very fun to play! 

5
th

 graders started the winter-themed song, “Polar Bear” from 

the These, The Endangered Suite.  It’s a series of songs      

featuring endangered animals. 

6
th

 graders are strumming our classroom ukuleles and     

having a blast! 

 

We have been very busy in the library this year.   
 

Our third grade  students have been working on a project about Helen 
Keller based on the biography Who Was Hellen Keller? 

 
Fourth, fifth and sixth graders are working on research projects about 

people who broke barriers.  Students will be using e-books and the    
library data bases for their research.  They'll be ready for the high 

school library when the time comes! 
 

Happy Holidays, 
 

Mrs. Hardwick & Mrs. Foss 



There are many benefits to creativity. The arts offer a bounty of  
intellectual and emotional benefits for children and adults. Here 

are some simple ways you can encourage creativity at home: 
 

1. Set aside a space for creating. This space doesn't need to be fancy, 
but your child needs to feel safe in this area and feel like they have power 

over it.  
2.Gather materials.  Again, these materials don ’t need to be fancy.     

Christmas is a great time to collect boxes of all sizes, ribbon, styrofoam, etc. 
Inspire your kids to create something that interests them. Boxes and paper 

towel rolls can be used to create fancy castles for barbies or tanks and        
destroyers for the zombie apocalypse. The possibilities are endless!  

3.Avoid managing free time. Give your child unstructured play time.    
Children have an amazing innate ability to be creative when they play freely 

on their own. Being more hands-off helps kids figure out how to problem-solve 
and create in their own unique ways.  

4.Inspire your children. Activate their senses. Take them to a new place. 
If that isn’t possible, talk about a new place. Pretend you are on a walk 

through the rainforest. What animals would you encounter? What colors would 
you see? What would it sound like? 

5.Take time for your own creativity. Children learn from watching their       
parents. Plus, creating is a great stress reliever!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I wish you all a very creative Christmas! 
 

Mrs. Majo 
  



The Physical Education Classes have wrapped up their     
physical fitness units and completed the pretest for the Mr.     
Peanut Physical Fitness Test. Students now 
have a good idea where they need to       
improve to have a chance to earn a physical 
fitness award. They should also be able to 
state a goal in which they wish to              
accomplish by the end of the year. 

 Physical Education Classes will now be 
moving into the direction of winter sports. Basketball and       
Volleyball units will last four weeks a piece. Students will learn 
basic skills and compete in modified games. Students will         
understand game concepts and develop a sense of fair play. 

 Hopefully your child is taking advantage of the winter sports 
opportunities here at General Brown. Basketball and Wrestling 
are both starting. Please ask for more information if needed.  We 

hope that you are taking every                 
opportunity to get out and get some       
exercise. Please remember that boots and 
jewelry are not allowed in class. Pack your 
child’s sneakers in their backpack as 
weather changes.  

Mr. Elkin and Mr. Knowlton 



Many parents ask, “When is my child sick enough to stay home from school?”  This is not always an easy question 
to answer!  We hope that these tips can help! 

A child who is sick will not be able to perform well in school and is likely to spread the illness to other children and 
staff.  We suggest making a plan for childcare ahead of time so you will not be caught without a comforting place 
for your child to stay if he/she is ill. 

 

Our school policy states that you should not send your child to school if he/she has: 

Fever in the past 24 hours 

Vomiting in the past 24 hours 

Diarrhea in the past 24 hours 

Chills 

Sore throat 

Strep Throat (must have been taking an antibiotic for at least 24 hours before returning to school) 

Bad cold, with a very runny nose or bad cough, especially if it has kept the child awake at night 

Head lice – until your child has been treated according to the nurse or doctor’s instructions 

 

If your child becomes ill at school and the teacher or school nurse feel the child is too sick to benefit from school or 
is contagious to other children, you will be called to come and take him/her home from school.  It is essential that 
the school has a phone number where you can be contacted during the day and an emergency number in the event 
you cannot be reached.  Please be sure that arrangements can be made to transport your child home from school 
and that childcare is available in case of illness.  If your daytime or emergency phone number changes during the 
year, please notify your child’s teacher immediately. 

Also…. 

 

If your child is sent home from the Health Office with a Fever (100 degrees F. and above), you should not send the 
child back to school the next day. The child should be fever-free without the use of fever reducing/pain relievers 
(Tylenol, Ibuprofen, etc…) after the next day home.  

Even though you think that your child is acting fine…this school policy is meant for “Infection Control”.  This means 
your child is still considered contagious and can still spread germs! 

           

            CONTINUED... 



www.flu.gov 

 Stay informed. This website will be updated regularly as information becomes availa-
ble. 

 Influenza is thought to spread mainly person-to-person through coughing or sneezing of 
infected people. 

 Take everyday actions to stay healthy. 

 Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the 
trash after you use it. 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water, especially after you cough or sneeze.          
Alcohol-based hands cleaners are also effective. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. Germs spread that way. 

Stay home if you get sick. CDC recommends that you stay home from work or school and limit 
contact with others to keep from infecting them. 

 

Physicals for 1st & all new students will be scheduled and held here in the Health Office with the school’s 
Physician after the Christmas break in 2020. Parents/Guardians will receive notification before the         
upcoming dates.  This is at no cost. Although you may choose for your son/daughter not to have a      
physical done at school, one is still  required. This means you will have to schedule a physical with your 
own physician and provide the school with written documentation signed by your doctor. Disregard this 
notice if your child has already had his/her physical for the year. 

 

A Dental Certificate from your child’s dentist is also requested.  You may obtain a dental certificate from 
the Health Office or one may be supplied by your dentist. 

 

Please call the school’s Health Office if you ever have any questions or concerns. 

 

 

Here’s Hoping your Holidays are Healthy and Happy! 
 

Debbie Higgins,  RN 

Brownville Glen Park Elementary School Nurse 

779-2323 

http://www.flu.gov/


Happy Holidays from      

General Brown                   

Elementary PTO 
 

Thank you to all who have supported and helped to make 
our Parent Teacher Organization’s transition this year a 
positive one.  The Backpack Program is flourishing, our 
fundraising for field trips and other fun has been going well, 
too. Students definitely enjoyed the Book Fair and the    
Holiday Shop!  Thank you to all our volunteers that have 
been both in the spotlight and behind the scenes. 
         All spirit wear orders should have been picked up or 
sent home right before Christmas, unless we contacted 
you.  Save Around apparel should also have been received 
for students who sent in order forms and sold enough 
books.  

        Happy Holidays and see 

you in the New Year!!!! 
 

P.S.We always appreciate post Christmas wrapping donations: paper, tape, bows 
etc. especially when everything goes on sale and stores want it cleaned out.  Any 
donations can be sent in care of GBEPTO.  Thank you!  


